UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Twin Cities Canpus Division of Epidemiology Suite 300
. 1300 South Second Street
School of Public Health Minneapolis, MN 554541015

s‘! f g}qs 612-624-1818

Fax: 612-624-0315
I mny

December 30, 1994
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Dear Buzz:

I hear that the College of Sports Medicine is coming to the Twin Cities
next spring. | look forward to seeing you and former colleagues at that
meeting. | heard some rumor that you were going to do something again on
the old LPH, and conceivably on the new LPH. | am sure you will put that in
“balance,” in that all of the personnel, staff, and skills of the old LPH,
except for Art Leon, were converted to the activities of the Division of
Epidemiology. It is now a large, balanced academic division with major
programs in cardiovascular, cancer, infectious disease, health behavior,
nutritional and genetic epidemiology. So, the main legacy of the LPH is
really in the current Division of Epidemiology. On the other hand, we have
all been very pleased with Art Leon finding an environment in which his
talents were recognized and we are on a very good and cordial footing
with that new institution that he presumes to call the LPH. It would be a
good time to help heal past rifts, rather than exaggerate them by any
undue emphasis on one or the other institution as the successor to the
LPH.

| recently encountered the enclosed history of the LPH, which is fairly
insightful, written by Leonard Wilson in his History of the University of
Minnesota Medical School published not long ago. | send it along for your
amusement. | also thought that you might like to see a recent informal
publication about the Seven Countries Study, including a chapter | did on
the Railroad Study. There are already several companion volumes to this
underway: one called “Lessons to Science from the Seven Countries



Sudy”, being published in J anuary by Springer-\/erfag in Tokyo, including
te Proceedings of the 35th anniversary of the Seven Countries Study; a
A0-page that | have writter > “The Seven Countries Study: Adventures in
tie Field,” which | will prob &bly have privately published; and Ancel’s

viuable, but should have be en produced 10 or 20 years earlier in regard to
mémory, accuracy, and vigor or presentation. They suffer particularly
fnm the phenomenon that Y Ou are familiar with; he tends to forget that
aybody else was around in the course of his many studies. We are doing
Our best, however, to collabo rate and edit and support him in these
Pllications, and he is remarkably productive still.

I wlunteered to Art Leon to help put together musical entertainment for
the meeting, if anyone is inte rested. Other than that, | am looking forwarg
toseeing you and P.O. Astrand ang other wonderfyl colleagues.

| don’t know whether you have seen the other enclosure, on “A Certain
Ag” that | composed last year for Martt Karvonen's 7sth birthday.

Mdyo Professor of Public Health

Enclosures:

SCS Book

A Certain Age

U of M Medical School History section



