August 2, 1976

 Honorable Walter ¥, Mondale

SO Senator from Minnesota

' 443 014 Senate 0ffice Buillding
Washingt:m, D.C. 20510

) ;Dear Senator Mbndale,
' I have from time o time, both om and off of University ‘stationery,
- sent you my commentary on medical amd social issues. I would like to con~
- tinue to do so, despite the fact that you will very soon, I am coufid@nts
ne longer be representmg juat t‘his smnatitwnmy but a moch 1argar on@.

I auspact that din youxr longnstanding coneern &beu& nadleal athius aﬂd

_' poiiay you and your staff have vead the. 1973 Report by the Areificial Heart

- Assegsment Panel of the National Heavt and Lung Imstitute. It is quite
wnique in its attempe to develop an Yenvironmentcal duwpact statement” on a
devaloping medical ﬁ,eel‘un@l@gyo it falla far short of its_goals but :&a NORE-
thaless useful. ‘ ' : ‘ '

A c.oncam I would like to ea;cpress :! s not whether a t:ota.uy implantable

' . artificial lzem:’t; showld ‘ba devalopad (I happan to believe it should nog) ‘but

- yather a concarn abcmt: two iseges: 1) the alwmost total duplication of etfort:
" between identical Avtificial Hesrt programs in the Avomie, Fnergy Commission
.. and the Nationsl Heart, Luag and Blood Institute, each ¢osting somathing on
the order of 10 million ammually, and 2) the relarive priorities of the ’\\
. government's efforts. Four or five times more is spent on this “teehmlogz.st

L tay" wwe hich could have a huge impact on medical costs, and none w%m(:ev@z.

on the real course and frequency of the disease it pallidtes = ‘}&m 3
example, the National High Blood Prsssum Contyrol Pz’ogram vﬁaieh o tiy b
mduee prematm?ea dimbili&m ' o v \

Sincerely yduz's, - ; | T

Henxy 'Blaqkburna M;Bu‘
Professor and Director

~ bpe: Lee Stauffer



