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SUBJECT: Current Status of the Ectopic Beat Special Study and How Far
ShouLd this Special ECG Reading Go?

About 21300 schedul-ed ECGs in which any ectopic beats exisL were
pulled from the file of about 16,000 scheduled ECGs in Shipments 1-19.
These ectopic beat ECGs were coded by the girls at t,he ECG cenEer
according to the special manual prepared by Dr. Blackburn.

The tabulation sheets for'these 21300 ECGs were received by the
Coordinating Center on January 4, 197L. A speciaL coding form for
keypunchers and prograruners was prepared by me and the detaiLed ectopic
characteristics are now being punched. As soon as aLL the punch cards
are prepared, thei first step of the anal-ysis wilL be carried out. I,Ie

are trying to present some preliminary resuLts to the next CDP Data
Monitoring Committee.

The ECGs in which any eit5pie beats exist are still continuousLy
being pul-Led from the scheduLed ECG fiLe at the ECG Center. We have to
declde how far this ectopic beat ECG reading should go. This decision
ls very important from Ehe standpoint of setting up a magnetic disk file
for this information.

' F-rom the analytical point of view, I personally, do not see much
point in going further than FV3 ECGs. Detailed baseline ectopie beat
charaeteristics, change in these characteristics from baseline to FV3,
and new ectopic beat characteristics at FV3 may be sufficient in
studying:

1. Predictability of death and other

2. Changes over time in ectopic beat

Comparability among treatments of
characteristics at baseline.

3.
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Please 1et me know your thoughts about'this. If you can see any
strong ieasons for continuing this reading program beyond FV3 I would
like to hear about them as soon as possible.
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