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PER$OHAI AT{D CONrTSEI{ITTAt
-r.-rrrffifil":lnl.| I llrr-t Ifi n -tr.rt.

Ilr. John $plttell
Hayo Graduate $choel of t{edtetne
ldmys Cll-rttc
Brctrester, Fllnnesota

Ilear John;

I ehueled tba appllectlon form for tha Mlan€sote Soe{ety of, Iutemal thdi.clne,
because I naver took the Soarda, but thought I atght start a llttle dl"alog v{th
tha organLaatlon. And lt le baeed oil try adnlttedly pecullar c88€.

I cornpleted rny iutprnal uet{iclae reetdeney ln the Un{veref.ty of }flrrnesota prograo
La 1956, ftnlchlng aa chlef resldsat at Ancher, trtrere C. J, Watson offered me the
Ualverglty post there. I had Juet before decldert to Joln the laboratory of
Fhyeiological Hygiene whlch I regarded, prophatlcally, a6 an escittng ctrallenge.
X praciiced, Lnternal nedlclne part rl"me wLth Ben Somlers and Bob Ltndell ln St, Paul,
took and pasred rny wrLtten boarda ln 1959.

i

Thereaf,tcr, I became rer*pon$LirLe for the J.ntcrnatlonal stuclLen of tlie lab and r+as
ln thp f teld durlng eaclr Sprf:rg and Fa3.1 for several years, Crurlng the tl-are the
oraL boards wetre offerettr. Out of practtce, and thus delayd, I <leclded to do
aothlng when warned of ttre flve yeir l.turtt. I trrad no Lntant,lon of practietng agal,n,
aad to tako the boarde at that stage r',ould have been. for no real purpos'e, I fe1t,
d ruou!"d'be wavirrg-a .f,aIse jianner r:f certl.ficatir::n.

$o lt is epprogrf.ate, ln that sense, that I not vear this badge of a certlfled Lnt6rol5t,
thotrgh I could eretly havs doae 6o. But I nov woadar Lf la le appropriate tlraB I e*anot
Jo.in ny lnterrrlet frlends axrd eolleagues tn a profssel,onal fraternlty, elub or oo616ty
ful $hleh, ulth roany profesetonal lnterests ln cof,ron, there could be a uutual etla-
ulc.tfon and eoeial coataqt. Do yonr really sclude al.l practlclng lnterltets wlthout
bsards? Do yqr ro*lly emclude all raeearchere ln lnternal rnacllc{ne who h^avenrt
ehefr boardE? Do you reelly have no other crLterta for conpaClbtllty sf lnterest, or
for reoogaltlon of cemtrlbutl.on to lnternal asdle{ne as an alternatlve to that
'pbrt{culer corontl"al guallfieatloa?

Ont is .etrttcled, Lu a priv*telclub, to ehoos6 ooe'B asooclataG. BuB I a a btt aurgrfued
thet the criiarta ahould bs such esrttfdeatloa rethcr thar one of Long dmnstratd
ttrvolvumt, lntoratt snd coatrtbilt!.on to the fteld of lritemol medtcl"ae.

r takc ovor th!,e noath as hcrd of thla departnmt.on aneel trky's rett.tsont. Iile rdll
aafirme esa rocpo;ttlblllty for toechlng ard aGtivo collaboretlve rer€arch rrtth tho
Deprtnmt of !{edtcine md otbore. ,As a part of gstttug pr{nrcotlva uo*lclne csecptr
,[,nto Interaal ]ladleLni, ro s plrt of offertog rcsurch pos{ttons ad po*etblllttrs
Fo young lntatnLete, anrd as a ortrt of haeplng uB ry esarptrte of tho necdr rnd
flcvelopmtt ln lnternnl uedic!.na, X rmuld releoc Fertl.cr.pstLoil tu Gtrs socl.ty of
drtarntetr whieh ntght facLlltatc thsee 6{ttoro.
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Pg. .Sshn Spl.ttall"
ldays *ltnie

Juna l&, l9yf,**Pa$e ?

Irll oee yotr st thG !fiA ucatlng ou Frtday. tfudcr ao c{,rsrmat nG€N do X rraat to
ncLe uuvcl abotrt thLr. Xf thera ctre *$ pcaalbk ccapttoor I rrrldcretrnd, aod
thie cTtU ,.n no rray. dlnlai,oh Ey *tt@ptc to bulld brtdgcr bettnm prwantLvt
aod lntarnel nodLc{ae.

Cor${al}yn

tlanry Blackburn* H.S.

HB/rs


