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PERS$NAL July 15, 19?0

Cllfford $lmah
Mlanrapollr Trtbuar
425 Portle"ad Avtaqr
Mtancapolls, Mlaotsota

Dcar Mr. Slrnak:

t rafer to your .lt July artlclc on: Machlar May Ald ln Dlagaorlng lllanrr,
shich la aum is a rcrlouoly mlslcadint r.port. I wrlto thll pttaorally and
confldentiallyn aad cxpect that you wlll guard thio confidGac!. t wrlto
brcauae the Trlbuar har a dlatlaguithcd tradltlon of sclcnec roportlng,
and bccauec Vlc Cohn and Lcw Copc proullc eu5:crb models ln tbat field.
I wrltr bCcauac I am concGrncrl about hoqil, beat for sciencG to eommualeatc
to thc pcoplc.

I'rn surc thcy follow their own guidelincs in such reporting. I have a ferr
ldeae about lt rrhich I'll make in runnlag commentatfr with no spccial logical
ordor, ao thoy occur to rnc readlng your article.

Ia ratdlclnr lt [a hct, I thinh,to deel with what a procodurc] I]articulrrly a
drvlct, har and doat do, not what it mlsht do. Thera iE too much pie-ln*
tbc-skyE[f it e ffi for no onc, tfrcffil, the invertigator,. or the propla,
to aaks 'rndocurafirtad claimt ani prorniaca. ,

Anothol poiat tr ths tlifficutt onc of how to ctit through a protagoakta
rathurlum, and prrhapr b,ir celf-doctptloa, to the facta. Ar aa odltor,
rtwral thiagr bt$ mr, lrYhat iltbr roltablllty of thc procrdor? That it,
U fou nur thr cact throogh tslct, hot clomly do tbc maaaurtr agrlr ?

Tbh lr rrtratlel to any tvaluatlonr and lt btrt crprccssd .rt:a parcratalt
ol a rtandard trror, bot I guotc, a "vartanaa ao dlght that lt can bc largcly
dlrcouatrdtt lt &t oaly hedrqurtrl lt ll rrrrptct to aspar tho ritelr rlih
hunra blology asd ltr varlatloar,

Aaothrr qu..tio[ tr hoa Batry car.r havr achally brcn dlagaoard aorrctly?
That lr, hotr rtarltlvi tr thc method lE d.trctlag "trur eetm"{rad lt lr
trnporta* to knotr rhat la thr ladopradrnt nftrtnsr {or trtrul crlfrrr}.
ilow r;rrclltc lr tbr mrtbod ln idrattfylag "tluo aolmalr?" Tbmr raluu ert
erptrrrd ta. grrcrat. A drvlca or Irt tbct drtqgtr gArfe ol crflt tad lr
93% .prclf,tc'rsutd br moit umtuk onr rhlch drilatt lmrr Gd.t. may tfi
aecrpt*bb U lt ht. r rttf lor ytrld oil lekr potlttrmi ft mlght rrll bl
wqadrrld rhy tbtr r.Ilert lrt mrdr rlttout tvtrdraot 3tvrn d th. rctual
prrfe*urnor d tlr drdcr tn dirgaorl,ag rptolflc lllanlrtr.
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I actld thart coramtatt prctu&ebly lor fosr rdlflcatlon. You nrlghf aho
quGrtloa mf mottrl} for vrltlag" Tbough th6ra am ladr.d ethrt factort
lnvolvrl tn my rpgnlml &f thll drvl{r aad thr rcse'arch mcntlorad. tt ir
aot mr dtrlrc ts helur aaroil aad thur I kup thls cemusals*tlon a
pcrroaal onr. I trsrt that you elll do ttrc tma.

Co rdlrlly;

Htnr; Blaekburnr M. D.
Profrr;{rr
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