2 February 1973 Miunelea

Dr. Alesssa dro .ertti
Via Latina 49 A/14
00179 Roma

Ueur Alessandro:

We arrived nere Lwo duys agce Lo lind the.
house anu garden in good saupe but a great deal or mail to be
answered.

I am sorry that you way be uanable Lo gel away ady time
in the wnole wontnh of February. Are you now employed full
¢ime at the nospital? If so, some readjustment may be needed
in your University of kionesola appointuent.

If you are stuck in Home, pernaps we could weet briefly
thnere as we pass (hrough on tne way o Spuin on vednesduy,
Feu. 26th. we lcave frowm Levnardo Du vinei wirport oca Iberia
20, 141 at 186:50 but wust report at tue desk by 17:.0. wWe do
not want tc stop overnight in Kome bLuv we cun gel socmecne to
drive us to Batiipugliau where we could get & rupido due at
Aome at 14:45. You could meet us al the sbtution and we snould
agave enovugh time to osuli on uvune woy o the airport and for a
time there belovre we anave (o check ia.

In regerd L0 waal you bulk about al vVerona there ure
several fixed resirictions. 1) 1If (i.e Froceediags are uo be
published i1t will not be perwissible (o preseunt any new
unpublished data for tuut would exclude later proper publica-
tion iu a aucn wore importunt place such as CLICULALIUN,
4CTA WeDiCh dCARD. 2) Lven if the proceedings are not to be
published, no 1l0-yeur datu can be reporied except pernaps Lo
suy that "preliminary analysis of the paritial 1lU-jyear data
sugg ste that the relationships observed ut L years contiaue
to nold." A few vtatements such as the followiag wigoht be
aduissable: "The Dast Fians appareniliy have had & much worse
prognosis tuan whe wmen in the other cohorts, including tne
sest Finns." aAnd: "The long-time findings indicate thut the
favored status 0f (he Greeks and the Lalmatians, noted atb
five yeurs, cuntinued at ten yeurs."

I Lave nov yet given thougnt to precisely wuat 1 shall
present a. Verona butu it will be nothing really aew und
slartliug because 1 00 suall aduere to Lhe rules noted in
tine yrecefding parugraph. HULS: 1) The top-flight wedical
Journals ure very sirict abous not wccepting papers that
report previously published autleriul. 2, witn due respect
t0 our irieuads ia Verona the meeting tuere in Seplember
will not be & major medicaul wmeeltiag on the world scale.

3) Anyone wuo gives taulks ail 3 meeilngs in a yeaur uwust be
resizned o be repetitive. 4) The cooperative auture of our
situdy of 21 cov.oris in eipht cvountries uust be stressed;




’
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a lot oi good people are respoasivle for the organization of
the cohorts and uhe collection of thne data. 5) 1 have devoied
by iar the major part of my own Giwe and energy to tuls program
gince 1957 and five yeurs before tien 1 wue, in eifect, pre-
paring for it. 1 wust lusist on my priority Shougu, as you have
gseen repeatedly, 1 leun over buckwards %o give credlt witn ,joing
authorship. 6) 1 have ugreed thut Henry Sluckburn buke the lead
in working up aad publishing zCG materiul but he 00 nust uake
every e{fort to ensure that all wnuo are wruly concerned get

due credit. An acknowledgewent of "wWe ure grateiul to - - ="

is not enough; names on the title page are wuatbl count. 7) as

I indicated earlier, 1 tuink it appropriate thwut you and llenry
Blackburn teke the lead in regard to purely cl.nical matiers,
ineluding illnesses other snan CHD. But nere aguin witention
must be givean to the sensitivivies of Uhe more clinical members
of our teams - - Aravanis, veaa Bucheam, Djordjevic, lohacek

and rFunsar.

In regard to your report of lO-jyeur situtus of the Itwlian
ruilroad meu, by far the wost important requirement is %o
account for every man ws definitely dead or wliwe. 1 feel sure
that the number of dead in your report is incomplete - ~ 24 dead
in the Llirst five years and 22 in tue second does acvi make
seunse.

I aw not really worried about the luck of detailed
medical status on &4 good wany of the wen. we knew Luat would
be thne case at tue outset and we snall never be able $0 Know
the true CHD incidence rute in tue Jad 1ive years.

e shall be here at linnelea wll tane time, excepl for an
occasional day or two, until wne 20tu. From Few. 20tn Lo Mare
11, as you may huve noticed on the itiunerary sent youd“ine
from March 1lth tnrcugn March 15th at meevings in New CUrleaas,
lLouisiuna aad thea to dinneapolis. A major job for me is to

laa in detauil a 1l0=yeur report that will not be too leagthy
and expensive!) for publicavion. Tubles of deutas by single
yeurs of age such as 1 sent 0 you aud all concerned wmight

be wmade availuble on request rather than publisning tunew in
full. The same might hold for tue tubles of deaths and expected
deaths receully wwiled.

Yith good wishes Lo you und your family,

sincerely,

ancel keys




