November 2, 1977

Siegfried Heyden, M.D.; Professoxr ' e
Community and Family Medicine . ’

Duke University HMedical Center .. -

P, 0. Box 2914 DUMC L

Durham, North Carolina 27710

Dear Sieg.,

‘Many thanka for your October Brd 1etter, which was forwarded to mne whila i
~ touring New Zealand on a delightful Heart Foundation lectureship. I am
having a ball and thus not even going to read Ceorge Mamn's madness until
I get in a qulet period without respomsibilities. At the moment, I an
. making three talks a day., I belleve, however, that George Mann's ravings,
dncluding vecent medical intelligence you must have seen in the New England
Journal of Medicine as well as his testimony, will eventually act to thor-
oughly diseredit him. Apparently, you are new in exposure to his personal .
attacks. .He has been carrying them out for at least 20 years equally viciously..
I have thought and actually discussed the possibility of censure of some sort
by the Heart Foundation, but I have finally decided with B11l Kannel and
others that. there is probably little to be gained by this. It would be an
‘unprecedented action.which would serve to martyrize him when it is perhaps
better that he hang himself., _ :

In addition to George Mann's obvious emotional problems, I have come to learn
over the years in discussions. and correspondence with him that he simply fails
to grasp any of the epidemlological principles or public health concepts with
which we are involved. So, it is a matter of ignorance as much as anything
else which leads him to his _ovm peculiar views.

I think it would be worthwhile to let our friend Schattler know that George
has generally discredited himself with those in our field in this country,
but that he is definitely a tool and a paid consultant of food interests in
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the dalry, egg and meat industries. JHe will do as much mischief as possible,
and he is without ethical constraing. But I guess I'm foreced to counclude
after a nunber of years that the best way to deal with George is to ignore him.

Cordially,

ﬁénry Blackburn, M.D,
Professor and Director

b}

HB:msh

‘P.S. I would be grateful for your slipping into an envelope for me the
point labeled "b" on page 21 of the George Mann Testimony in which
he states that Dr. Keys has refused to acknowledge the two most

- strdking observations of the Seven Countries Study. The second

- point did not appear In your photocopy. I

Dictatad by Dr. Blackburn in"
New Zealand; transeribed and
matled in his absence.



