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Deer Hcward: i

Itve flnally got rousd to, rsading M" BrLcloante artlcle in the
May 19r-.1973 lesue of the lte$ fpJkeE on rhe'tazu Legend PootLe
Lei!.eur". It ls a tots11y*8il[I$iil'and ualictoue eatlre l.n tha

, !,rorat taete.r Thsnks for calllng Lt to my attention.

fire tett Trane-Ethnlc Gesellgsshsft R€eor.dlroe le a raclgt elur ln the
gulee of satlrtstng the saall groups of (too?) eertous seholars aod
redordara of, Blaek culture end Jarz.

The GPqf,q.rg $erlee of reeorde ridLeulee the conrrlbutLone of
aged pLonoere who ate etl.ll playlog vtable hsppy uarslc - to the
grest pleasure of wlde anillencee frm Stanford U to ttra Llncola
Ceater, froo preeenratton liaLl to uuslc hatla ln Europe and Japen.

the flctl.tL$ua nme of the nlsgemdrt' ttPoot!.e tePleurrr' trf.dlculea, for no
other roaaorr I ca:r devlne but penreree unkindllreae, the auuslag acd
lrrt{$ete nleknanes Nem Orleane uuslelene harre long glvea to eaeh othetr.

The rruater-flIled paper baga'r Btory sugg€s a cantanksrous, chtrdlike
eenlllty of older LotrLel.ana mrsl,e{.are, which Le rurely f,*r nore rare ln
that gro{rp thaa ln nost other eultures on E&rth.

ItPootLete" babbBrtg dtaloSue nakee Uncle Rem{rs reEA t*." Ham.lat, and
Ls blatantly raetet.

The author goes oa to perpetrate the popular and erroneous legend
that New orleans music was. sparmerl in the eLoryvt.Lle reti*right
culture, bora of the 'rth{ghsto of .E ragtree plano pleyer and el.red by
'a piap. Thte part is atrocious humor and grossly dletorted hlstory,
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Ttre eelf-taught mrEl,ctgnahlp ond sxproeston of all pr{qrlt!.ve unralcal
forns f"e held uB to rtdtculPalong wlth the "blueer" onE of the soot
profound srtlstie expreeslomg end pdwtsrf.d[ and poetic neanlf,eatatlons
of Negro eeqnst tilrltiea and e*per:lcnea,

"I{tmt voua aay" is a stlly referonso to CrGole and caJun dlelecte
utrlch only an lgnormue rreu1d eorilpoec wlro neLther underetande Frcneh
nor Lte Asecrtcan dlaloete, nor the colorful languago of these
u.rel.cLans

The phony footnoted snccdote attrlbuted to Jotrnay 8t. Cyr brlnge
real Jasn ehsractera Jurt racsmtly dcad lnto tha authorte outlandieh
eonepl.raey; 1t may therefore not b6 lLbeloue, only vulgar. A later
flctttlous reference to $at Hentoff, wlro La Bn authcnttc snd htghly
aophlotle.ated Jaar Journallst w111 be de*,t wltb, I hope, by Hemtof,f
htpeelf.

Thle seurrlloue tale closee !d"th the degenerate, down and out endlng
of a Jazz earcer l.n e record-your-oun-vo1ce booth ln a l{TC buE
temlnal3 bad satlrs on the poverty-rLdden deatha of aeny mrgLc{.ans
ln our eoclety too full of clmics ll,ka !{. Br{ckuan.

Ths ldea for thls atttcl€ 1g worttwhlle, to poke ftm et those lrtro
take Jazr hr.story aud scholarshlp too eertouely and who rs{ri.te ln a
padantle f,ashl.on about l.t, 3ut, lf Mr, Brtclqnan really erlsta,
ha clsarlll hBE no knoryLedge of the orlglns of Ja*r, oo feeX.{ng for the
ursl"c lteelf or for tha real peoplt sho we,re lts ortglnatore and
earX.y poiformaro. lle traa rath€r the uoat eoasumlate bgd taater 6s
doee the ueuelly thoughtful S#-IgfIceI for publtehiug *t.
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WHAT, ANOT}-Jil, It I-t,C
f\{Ay t9t tg7 3

iri -folin (11|ii.x11.,-ilrcirrtliirq ;r tlri.lr-
tllr)litlt lti:itus in i90.j, u.hrn nolr,xll-
irt .\..ir' ( )r'li,;rtrs t,rrrltl s,.crn t,r g.:t iir
tunr:.

Cr rl_r lc .\tlol plr Ii,.1r o11,. 1"'. 11 "Por,1i,j"
Lrl''l.'trr t':r.s ltorn intr, tlrr.fcr.tilr urrrsi-
('.'l] :itllosi)lrrjru oI lrrrrtlrcllrrnr .\cu ( )r--
Jeatrs. FIis nr()tl.,e r irecl far orablt- irn-
prcssitl Scr,tt _f,,plin I)\. I)ll\;ng ,.,igti,n.
piano u.itlr her thighs, and lris fatirr:r
IvAS a sotllt,time cntreprcllcul., 1\'h()
once olnetl the lrrcrative arl-lib fran-
cltise frrr all of Stori'l.illc antl thc north
delta; for.t'ears).no New Orleans nrtr-
sician could s.hout "Yeh, claddy!" drrr-
ing or after a so]o withour prj.inq R"-
bus LeFleur a ro)-akl.. Tlre i,oung bov
taught himself to pla_y thc piann r+,ith
sorne_ help frorn fiis uncle, the lcgend-
ar.l- "Blind" (Deaf) \Vilbur l\lacVout,
tor nv,r dccades a trombonist rvith EI-
hert Hrrbhald, althcugh Huhhartl rvas
an author and lrad no real need for a
trombonist. \Vhen Pootie r,r,as fivc, he
was giycn his o',vn piano hrrt rnisplaced
it, reqtriring lrim to practicc thcieafter
on the dining-room table.l

\Yhen Pootie .*,as six, the LeFleur
h<rme wes razed to make rva;' for a
halou, and Pootie's,father made the
decision to relocate the family in St.
Lotris. Here Pootie tried his irand at
composition; t'T.he Most Exceedin, fn-
tcrest;n' Rag," the first efion which
we hare in rnanuscript, is clearll. an
immature conception;' only tlvo mea-
sttres hng, it conteins a curiotrs kcy
signature indicated b-y a verl- Iarge
sharp accidental over ,the. treble clif,
anrl 'a flat and- a .half-moon drawn
in the bass. f'he piece is melodical.
I,l'spors. (the entire tune consists of
one whole note, lvith a srr-riling face
drawn in it), btrt it does antici-
pate Pootie's charactiristic economy by
at least a decad_e. The rnaterial from
tiris period (so5ne of ryhich is also
available on "P.re-Teen Prtotie,r, l2l,
Trans-Ethnic Gesellschaft TD 203)
rcveals a proftrsion of stl,les ,and in- .

flrrences. t'spinoza's 
Jr,1," fi"s a rlefinite

Spanish, if not Sephardic, flavor, while
"IVhat Vous Sal,I" show.s a hini of rhe
Creol.:.

^ 
Accorrling to Dr. Ernsr Freitag and

Grrstav Altschulcr's encl'clopetlic-I)ic-
tiorraty, of Jazz and Home lViring
Sirnplificd (l,fifiin Verlag, l9+2), til
,. 

'l Johnnl-.St. C1.r recalle,i an rrrectlote aLorrtl'ootrc s htlbrt of playirig orrt scales an.l hgtrres
orr the, tahlc... O.ne nixht irr r93S. pr,utie] Ki,l'
( )rv,__tl;t)!' l)r,ilrls, arr,l 'i'inr. ( irinrcs \\ er(. itt:rr:rli s l'a.rt,lise lraving a iatc sLr1r1:cr of rrrinie_
turc.Allcrkurs, iltrrl f,ootie rr.as occrrpie,I a.; usrr:rl
!npt,ius ot,t a riri rr irh his ri*ht t,*i,,t. ti"liiiriii.
Leci.rllC t/,o nruch for Or1-, anrI the farrr,rus teii_
!{ilirr plli-dorvn his fork. ''St^p thgt. I'potie-'s;rr: llre hid. 'Ir's anrroling.,, _\lthorr_qh ai-trr'.uted to ln:rn-v otlrcrs, inclttrlinu liletchurll. iderson and Dorotlrt Parlrer, tlre r,;11,;qyl;
\t':" lll lr!'t nr1.l- l.'. /\..-'

LND?
'1'rrirrs.-i',rirrric (1,_,s,:li*cliafi is plra:i.ii

[, ;ir]r'r, ]ir.c(' r]ie rcle il::i' tii ;rr]cIhrr ;ilhirnr
irr it- ( i,.:iiilrr;'i: s.ri(.s i)i r.eei)riiiirgs rlc-
\.{if('ri itl gi;tttt:; ip i\1-i,:r"iCef i[tT.T.. 

'J']tgsc
]irrtr r]{Jtt.S ,r i-c }r}. tlrr r.li}icil ,,,r.2, t i:itic
irii,l lrist,rririrr ;-\rtlrur J Iic,:, rvhtls. ciiort:i
f irsi 1r't,Liglri I)r.r,tit: [,c I,'lrtr r t. pirlllic
:tlteritirilt.

,T-B()o"r'rF: f,nFr.E r-R, r Iegcn(l;1r..1. fi g-
-i'f trrc irr thc rlc,r.c'ioP!ncrit of .-\rn,_.r.-il- ican jaz,z, \r.;ls riisco\-1. rc(i--ol.

,r'r"rlisc.\'(- r'crl, r'u thc r---]ast su rn nlc r plac-
irlly riiking ]cal'.s on tlrc cou r-tlrorrse
lrrw'rl in Sliibhohtlr, Lorrisiana. Al-
tltotrgit t,rnc jrtrrrtlrcrl and tr,.r,cl1.c \-eer-s
tilrl ;rncl in s..r,ir"ctir-cn-tcrt ( n'o tia.l-s a
\r'eek, he clrops p;tpri- llags ()t lt"ater
f rom hi3 sccon tl-sto 11- ri.inrlorv on to
p;tsscrshl, lrelox', f,r rvhicir Ite receir.cs
;r small sum'), Potitie h:rs astc)nishing
powrc l's of rccall, rlisplar-ing the Itrcitl-
ir)' of a man casilt. fi f tccn rea r-s iris
.ftririrrr. o* a 

'ec(-,t 'i-sit e'.gentlererl
lr]' the . prod riction of this record, \1.c
gol Porltie talking:rlrout the roots ()f
the nrrrsic he kno\vs so \l,ell.

((rr: r" \ \ ;rs iirr rr
Jir'/.7. \vitS pLI I'r._',

Il ircilcu fo r'..ig;r

a n irlral nc i'iorl r,,.itc rr
ttt)teiirt.'tl i',r trnr. irr-

iri its ^-\iric:rrr origir]:;. )'
\t'r' tr.krrl.

tt 
[ :!),-'g) i:ilt . t','ltt..i(it., rlr\-'.- Il.

"fi 
ril.i,-t'.i,ti{, lt..:, }t.,,.:, ltr,, ] " J),l.tir: s;riil,

sqtilrriirlg \:el'.\' i;:,1'tl tn(l nlaking ;r p()l)-
nirr { :ilLlnil r*.,iilr }ris t,:rf h.

".-\rrtl rr,'irat ()f thc hlrrcsi I)()n)[ tlic
h1 trcs, \r itlr tlruii- So-g;111ctl 'lrJ rr., n()tc.i,,
l'cpl'cscnt ;r significant rlrvintirin irt,nr
s ia n rla rrl E u ropt;1 n ton alitl, i "t'f'sc kclch a mvis,.\,'hcahi A r-;rvis,
alt' tlc rloiug, he all ()rrt(l a t-tt?tttirt'

l.,oa'rl," 
lreptiiit thr jaz,.z grcirr, ltaning

bark in his chair exp;ursir.eJr. unril iris
head touclred thi: fl<lor'.

'fhis alb*m *prcsL:rlts rhe distillatio,
of ol'er sirt!. hours of tapcrl crinr.(rsa-
tions rvith Pootic L. Flc rrr ("f which
the ;rbrtve is hut :i f r-agmenr ), plrrs all
the significanr ;rr:Ailehle r-ccordcd per-
formences h_1, ti:is artlre. ric Prirnirir.c
gel}itrS, tvJroSc Cat'rcl- SprnltL,(l t]re er]-
ti.e jv,z rra) fr,,r:r |.:llr. It,rjl i\I,rr-r(),
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c/t ecli jta;' ? Tl' e' rt:
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"Il''ill ),ot! l,t i,.rtrtiittiq your
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Y'I' \r'as about tltis tinte tlrat LeFictt r'

J- plavrti [*r Janres P. Jo]ursol], w']rrr

urte(l hirn to gd to New, York or rn.\-
lilr,: r' citf iL tlror,tsalld ntiles A\,va\'. Tltt
s;or,t' ,,f titlrt trip is probablr' thc In(]St

fascirurting in thc untire histor)' of jaz,z, -

hut rrnforttrnatclt: Pootic claims to ltavc
iorgotttn it. Ili'n()I,v:r lcadcr ancl in-
n(iv:rlor in his o\r'n rieht, Pootis or'-

3.inizcti hirnscli and three other rnusi-
cians into ryh;it l-iat Hentoff has callcti
a tttpr;rrtctr" anil sccu rctl an ellgagc-
nlL'ilt at IStrxteltude's, ? speakeasf in
il:e hcart of }'f:rn hattan's srvinginr
F'l-mish district. His fii'st r,.rife, singer
Itubclla Ciourlherr)', evokes those ex-
cirirrg .\'ee rs in her autritriographt', t'A

Sidc oi Ilries" (Sne:rtl House, Briston,

:ri,*, i.,,'i-. . -.''lllttl .["iil-]{..tr L]r,i:r. rr t.trt;t-
ii .,.,ri',-'ri :(i.i tir-ii,k, ;,lttl ilr ;ur :r1.lr:iitlit
i; ) ii li: r i* iri >( )ntc lnollu_\' i)ooti.' ilt r . n l-
,.ri ;i ilJ\,{,. 11lir.), ]oi;itr:tl lr,:trVcctt J;' :itt,l
j" .i,:1,'ir, ',\i:iclr lrc ilitt]lr:ti t'i{r.'.'1r,,"

,,ii,.l rri.-'.i t,utltlling rt tl,,t,t' to t1,,,,1'.

J ), -.Iii,.: .'l t'l.i' il;tti lirck, ])tloti.' rtrvrt' .

],,:t l;ritir iir ttnl-\' 
frrt,.: Ili\\- Ilotc.,), irS lr.

,.:rJieri it, rintl sonlu tinrt lat.'r hc lrir'.tl
ir lr;ill iri S..tlali;r t()* ttst ptrhlic re ;tctiort
;tn,l .ritl'rrct fin;rnci;tl hacking. 'I'i'r.'
pllrr ilrg ,,f tlrc rlotc ai)piLrclrtlt' nr;rd.
no irrrprussiolt ()rl th,: cztsttal \ l is:;ritr-

:'i;rits, ilI()st of ,,r,'ltq)rn arrived too llttc trr

ir.;r r it.

195 1 ) :

\\-eli, tlon't rou knour, Prlotie come irr
{}ne rright ;rrtrl sa}', t'Pack up, lvoman, rve
a,rin' to th e It ig Apple I " An tl I s at ,

"Hurrit ]"' r\rrd so he salr, "Pack up,
i,.-uii1zr.rr, \1 e goin' to the Ilig Apple l" And
I s;r]-, "-I'he big u-hat ?" S; rve stal'ecl in
Ciricrtgo.s

f'lre stinrr.,l*ting, rorrglr-:rnrl-trrnrble
rtirlrsplrrrc of Prt,lrihition sparl<rtl Le-
I''1.u,''s gl'oul) { the }I,rclra }r,ke rs) anr[
otiitl's to rrlirrr'.r11orrs fc;tts of irnllrol'is;r-
tir;n, tr 1lifitt[ br tilc rnonrcrrt tlu ring onc
dinner slr,,lv at Tc,r11',P;rstor''s rvhcn
Bis ]lri.l"r'hcck. hlc\v iL brilliant vcrsion
.,f t'.1):, 

l-tl;r n cll;r"' on ;r ro:ist chick*rr."
L.I'lcut''s ciessic;rl p.:r'ioc[ bcgins u'irir

tlir' t'cfl.cti,,'c . *tBtiogic lor tlre 'J-iiirrl

Srrntl:r.t' .\fte,r' E,1li1>lran\'" ;lnrl errrls ll'itlr
ti:r tr"nilcit r.nri heunting t'T'oarl" Noc-
tri t'r:u. tt'f ',,atlt' 

( )p,-'ns 'tvitlr a sirnplc l);-
eil{} in' rr-if irr G, rr'lriclr is rc\l'{)rke d into
C, I'', l' n:irror, anrl Ij, fi irrrllr- r'rriiring
tu L fl;rt to il'usitcit ul). .'\t tlrc !'.:t l

S,"rk{h
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entlinr trp u'itlr tir.: cu nl[-rersonre ttllttt]-

dt'cd-tetr" r,r,lriclr c,,trlrl,rnll' bc book.'ti
irtto ureackll{'S. ;\ nt;rj,rr-intlucncrj on lrin:
;lt titis time \,1':ls iris rttcrtrlande at a tl':r-
r-lition-[rreaking l'cr]t-pet't.l' janr session,
cluring r,i'hich ninrtcen consecutir.e cho-
ruses of "Holy Fliglr tlrc [4,ron" !+'err

lllut'etl in t,,r,ell't: scc(,rrtls b.1. 
ttl{otes"

G,rnzalcs*tlie hrilii*nt and crrirric rlis-
ciirlc r, I Cii;r rlic P;r rkc lro r,r.as l:ttc r
killutl rviren Iris car cr;lShr-rrl intr> t]rc
to\,r'er of thc -Lrnprire Sr;rre IluikJing.

TIrc nc.\r:rl[rur:r in tlris serics,,rill
c()r'cl" Pootiu's nrorlul'n llcriorl, irrcltrtl-
irrg tlrc l)t-tr[rirutic St,,ckirolm corrcL.r'r,
u'iiii ()r'ntttu Cr,]cni:1il ()n l'inr.1 sa.r:urd
Srr.'tiislr re ctl ur;rrr llr, [,k ()rl I];r,.:r'(]rr
fltitr,, [:lrrs s(]nru \-cl-\'t'(ccirt siil,ls crrt l.y
i),,,rric:tt Iris ()\.,'rI c.\lltrrlsu in tirc Itr-
i',r'i1-1-our'-\'t,it'c lruri[ii at thc lVcst
Sirl. irrrs te rrrriri;rl iir Nr:rr' 1i,r'k Cirr,

-& 
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#Y ,,*'.

f +"$'
.'f'r*it 

*
u.f#)

?t
r

f!.F*. :

--*1i
jj t#

rrrcl, follow'ing rr tradition as old es the
bltres, cve r'1 b,tl.r' str,ps pI;r1,ing.

Onc t,f tlrt-. lrallrnarks of LeFleur)s
carrcr w'zrs lris c(,nst;rnt cffcrt to ;rda1:t
]ris stt'le trl colltetttlx)r:1r'.\. 11'gnd5-witlr
thc rl.-sr'rli tlr:rt he l,v;rs' lrebinralll- ;rc-
c Ltsctl of 1rl;rgia risnr. \\'hen the Nc,,v
Oricatrs stl'lc (r,r' "Chic:rgo sti'le ," as it
tr';1.s tlr*.'ll ciillcrl ) rv;u"trcl, 1)clr,tic \\,,as

ecli1:s.tl, hrrt he l'1.;rl)llr;rrs in 1939 as a
nrerntrcr t,f tlrc Jristoric S;n,t;\.Scxtct
srssirrrs, f.;rtrrring ijii'cl , I)rt', 11,,nk,
Pre z, ;trrtl \{ r's. I:lann:ilr \\/,-'inrrarrh orr
vil'r.s.'l \\'itir ;r l)('ncir:rrrt for otr'ur-si;rtc-
illrIrt t] lricrrl t,f tlrc pt.r'ir;tl, I)ot,tic trictl
rlrr{ntL'n ting tlrt. s,.-xt,rt, citanging ii rirsf
ltlt() tL S(ptut, tjrrlr i'r.r] oCir,Ir tltcit tr ]t()-
ttct, :r tluclci, tit] urt,.icctai, att,i So i)I1r

't [ {elr c:lrcclilll.r- ll,c .i.*]con,l lal<r of "S,;}ri;:r,-
ro.rlilr ,,rr I{;rrrn;ilr fi,:.rr;ilr;r--'['irc Iiliir Si,le cif
][r's. \\-r.iutrltrl'!)" (L-i-r.s.e,s (),-i,i ) [i,p ;1 l-crriirrl.-
a.illt' 1rt'lvtorr;li chorrl .-'lur;ier ;,r,ci;ievetl rrireir lr.:r'
ttt;elil;.rcr lrrol<t:.
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